Students danQmfir competitive fun
The young ballerina in
her pretty pink leo-
tard, tiptoed her way
aciuas the stage. As her skill
increased, she added tap
lessons to her agenda. Jazz
is now the new dance style
in the eighty's.
Many students took
dance classes for fun, but
to some it was an asset to
their social life.
Kim Weathers said,
"I've met many new
friends from dancing.
Dancing has become a nor-
mal activity for me. Seeing
I've danced for so long I've
gone to many competitions
and won many awards."
This high aerobic activ-
ity also kept many students
in shape. Weathers com-
mented, dancing requires a
lot of hard work and moti-
vation to become good and
allow a person to have
more advantages, such as
teaching.
"I have been dancing
since I was five. My work
has really paid off in these
ten years. Now, I teach kids
ranging from six to thir-
teen," added Weathers.
Dancing was always
thought of as a sport that
was not competitive. Weath-
er proved that wrong.
"Competition  is  the
iyers
rer the net
ump; set; spike!
kThese were familiar
to many of the stu-
dents that played volley-
ball. The area beaches and
gyms were often used for
practices and competi-
tions.
"I really enjoy playing in
beach competitions be-
cause they are challenging.
It keeps me in shape, and I
get a tan at the same
time,"said Christina Alcoz.
"Competitions really
showed how much time
was put in to practice.
When I won at the Oasis
tournament it showed my
effort was worth it, plus I
won t-shirts, sunglasses
and suntan products," said
Richard Sheppard.
But in order to compete
in  volleyball,  time  and
dedication were important
in practice.
"It takes more than
playing the game. I had to
practice my quickness and
jumping on my own. Then
when I played in tourna-
ments at the YMCA, my
extra practices were bene-
ficial," said John Nicely.
When the practices and
competitions were over,
the students' efforts were
rewarded in self satisfac-
tion and prizes.
? by Julie Michaels
Although men's volleyball had
become a very popular sport,
high schools didn't have men's
teams. Dave Reiter, Jason Zollo,
Jon Van Coutron, and Ernie Me-
zas formed their own team at Pier
60 on a sunny Saturday morning.
worst. Dancers who com-
pete usually dance in front
of large crowds and also per-
form in malls, pageants, and
television specials."
Many students have al-
ways dreamed of becom-
ing a dancer. The dreams
came true for the many
who worked long hard
hours to make their dream
reality.
? by Kim Watkins
Dancing became a popular activ-
ity for students who were not in-
volved in scholastic sports. While
showing her dedication as a true
dance, Kim Weathers practices
for her upcoming dance perfor-
mance.
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